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Teaching Children Fire Safet

By DEBORA BABIN KATZ

Over two hundred first
graders at Chandler School
participated in the Duxbury/
Kingston S. A. F E. program
this past week. The Student
Awareness Fire Education
program’s trailer, known by the
children as the “Fire Safety
House,” assimilates a fire, with
special smoke effects, allow-
ing kids to practice an escape,
plan from its miniature-sized
kitchen, living room or bed-
room,

The event occurs each year
as part of the school’s fire
drills, said Duxbury, firefighter
PJ Hussey. It also coincides
with National Fire Prevention
week, officially declared by
President Coolidge in 1925 to
recognize, “one of America’s
worst fires in history, the great
Chicago Fire of October 9,
1871, which claimed more
than 250 lives and destroyed
17, 430 buildings,” said the
National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA),

This year at Chandler, three
of the town’s firefighters.
Chuck Nudd, Chris Murphy
and PJ Hussey, ran the trailer
program under the direction of
Lieutenant John Bowser.

“It’s hard to do this with so
many students, so we broke up
each class of students so that
while half the class was going
through the trailer program, the
other half was learning about
what fire fighting gear looks
like,” explained Hussey.

Before the “‘escape,” Lt.

Bowser explains to the chil- !

dren what they should know
when a smoke detector sets off
an alarm or a fire occurs in

their home. Life saving infor=

mation, such as touching a

. closed door to see if it is hot
“ before opening it during a fire

evacuation is taught to the kids
by feeling a hot door during the
evacuation, noted Hussey.
Concerns and questions the

“The kids all love to escape

out the window “and climb ;
down the fire l_addc_er,f’ noted Lt. ;

Bowser. . -~ .

The departmentbegan in- !

corporating ‘gear viewing as

part of the program to teach

children not to be afraid of a
firefighter. . ““We say to them,
‘okay kids. this. is what
firefighter Chuck will look like

if he ever comes'to your.
house,’” said Hussey. The last'

thing a firefighter needs to en-
counter during an evacuation
of a house fire is a child who
won’t come with the firefighter
because he'or she is afraid of

- how he looks, he added.

Duxbury- and Kingston
jointly purchased the S. A.FE.

trailer in 1996 with the assis-

tance of a state grant and sev-

eral local businesses and orga-

nizatipn”s. “The total cost of

children have are also ad- °

dressed by the firefighters be-
fore the “pretend” smoke is set
off in the room. b

|

Yy Through Play

the trailer was approximately
$25,000 and the two towns
share in its use,” noted Dave
McKee, a deputy fireman for
the Kingston Fire Department.

The Duxbury Fire Depart-
ment stresses the importance of
making sure all your smoke
detectors work, and knowing
what to do in the event there is
a fire in your home or an alarm
goes off. “One of the most im-

portant things is to have two
escape routes from every room :

in your house,” added Hussey.

As a parent going
through the roll-play of the Fire
Safety House, you quickly rec-
ognize the importance of hav-
ing a family fire escape plan.
It was not until my experience
with the trailer that [ realized
our family had never practiced
a “fire drill,” or designed a fire
escape plan.




gear. The children at Learn ‘N Play Preschool learned that the firefighter is there to help them, and they
should not be afraid of him, even if he does look scary!

following information (see
chart) from the Duxbury Fire
Department and the National
Fire Safety Council to design
our family's plan of escape:

It is also important to
teach children what to do if
their clothes catch on fire.

You can have your children
practice dropping to the ground

and rolling out the pretend fire.
The Duxbury firefighters also
stress that children need to be
reminded frequently that they
shouldn’t play with matches or
cigarctte lighters, and *to keep
them away from your sister,
brother and friends.”

Each year in the United
States there are roughly

500,000 home fires, 20,000
home fire injuries and 5,000
home fire deaths according to
the National Fire Safety Coun-
cil. The Duxbury S. A.F.E.

Program teaches children pre-

cious fire safety information in
a fun and relaxed way.




Lucl thought about this
fact from the N.FP.A. - j( takes
only two minutes for a typical
living room fire to become
deadly, or less after the smoke
alarm sounds, and such a fire
“has the potential to kill house-
hotd members in as little as four
and half minutes,” i

When I consider how long
it takes me just to get the kids
out the door to go on an errand,
I'decided it was time to design

afire escape plan. I utilized the




